!2                      HOLLAND AND THE WAR
Education
The Dutch are one of the most highly educated
peoples in the world. As linguists they probably hold
the first place in Europe, in the sense that a larger
proportion of them than of any other nation read, -
speak, and write foreign languages. As a small nation
surrounded by great nations they need this knowledge
if they are to use their opportunities to the full; but
they do not learn foreign languages only for utili-
tarian reasons: they have a correspondingly wide
understanding of foreign nations, their literatures and
points of view. Not only in language-teaching but in
the teaching of all subjects their schools are excellent,
The great majority of boys and girls of all classes are
educated in day-schools of various grades, many of
which are co-educational. Among the Dutch as among
ourselves there has been a long series of controversies
about religious education. The system now in force
is that confessional schools are subsidized by the State
in the same way as the neutral schools which, in
earlier days, had an exclusive right to state support.
The Dutch regard their universities and their other ,
institutions for higher education with well founded
pride. Leyden, the oldest of them, has been since the
sixteenth century one of the world* s greatest centres
of learning and science. The other Dutch univer-
sities are worthy of the same traditions. It is natural
that they should be specially famous for their Oriental
studies; but there is no faculty in which Holland has
not some of the living leaders of the world's thought.
Utrecht and Groningen, like Leyden, are state univer-
sities: and it is characteristic of Dutch freedom that
there are side by side with them, in friendly rivalry
and co-operation, three private universities, the muni-
cipal university of Amsterdam, the Free University
of the same city, which is Calvinistic, and the Catholic